WHAT TO DO IF YOU SUSPECT A
CHILD HAS BEEN ABUSED AND
YOU NEED TO TAKE URGENT

ACTION

Ensure you notify your Group Leader, your Child
Protection Representative and the Diocesan Child
Protection Advisor, Stephen Barber

1 Make a telephone referral to the Social Services
Department.

2 Describe the event or disclosure and give
information about the child and family eg. the
child’s name, age, address, telephone number and
GP (if known)

3 Follow up your telephone call with a completed
referral form or letter

4 Remember that the child and family should,
wherever possible, be informed about and consent to
the referral unless this will put the child’s welfare at
risk. However, if you have serious concerns, the
absence of consent should not prevent areferral. The
Duty Social Worker will give you advice over thisif
necessary.

5 Be prepared to have further discussions with the
social work team or the police investigation team.

6 For out of hoursreferrals, call the Emergency Social
Work Team

LESSURGENT SITUATIONS

If the child is not in immediate danger, if you are not
sure if child abuse is involved, or if you have concerns
about a child and you need someone to talk things over
with, then contact one of:

e Your Group Leader
e Your Child Protection Representative
e Your local Children's Social Services Department

e Stephen Barber, the Diocesan Child Protection
Adviser

In all cases, make notes, as accurately as you can, of the
details of the allegation, all that happens, and anything

that was said, which struck you as particularly
significant.  Ensure you note from the church’s
registration records the child's name, age, address,
telephone number and GP.

Remember that, under the Data Protection Act, you will
need to make any notes available to the child and family
if they request them.

e The notes must be kept in a safe, secure place
indefinitely

e Notify your Group Leader if you have not already
done so

e Seek support for yourself from an appropriate person
within the church

HEARING A CHILD ABUSE
DISCLOSURE

If a child asks to talk in confidence do not promise
confidentiality — you have a duty to refer a child/young
person who is at risk. Explain that you may have to get
other peopleto help if they are being harmed.

Ensure you have as much privacy as possible but try to
have another adult present when the child is speaking to
you.

e Stay calm
e Listentothe child attentively
e Maintain eye contact

e Allow the child to tak but do not press for
information

e Téell the child that they are not to blame for anything
that has happened

e Reassure the child that they wereright to tell

e Let the child know that other people will have to be
told so that the abuse can stop

e Try to explain what will happen next in a way the
child can understand

e Reassure the child that he or she will continue to
receive support during the difficult time to come.

Version: 9 October 2006

Parish of Great Missenden with
Ballinger and Little Hampden

CHILD PROTECTION GUIDE
for CHURCH WORKERS

with CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE

A guide to assist
leaders and
helpers
implement the
Parish policy.

A MESSAGE FROM THE
BISHOP OF OXFORD

We the bishops, clergy and people of the
Diocese are committed to the physical,
emotional and spiritual well-being of al the
childrenin our care. Many children areinvolved
in the life of the Church, in worship and in
various activities, under the guidance of a
dedicated group of leaders and helpers. These
adults give their time freely and generously so
that our children can grow in the faith of Jesus
Christ. Both children and adults need a safe and
secure environment in which to work.
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